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effort. "Work! Work! Work!" was her motto.
She had no time for theorists or sentimentalists. She
dealt with living forms and detested idle speculations.
Her ideal of perfection was in work that required
effort without regard to time or personal sacrifice.
"The man who built the Taj Mahal", she said,
" knew, also, how to build a hut perfectly. Every
perfect thing is a form of 'samadhi', or spiritual
illumination." Such a perception of work she
brought to the task of nation-making in this land.

Like a blast of a trumpet to action was her
message to the pioneers of Indian art, literature and
civic life, Through her severe criticism of following
foreign ideas in art and literature or life she turned
the tide of tendency in these respects and awakened
an original and national purpose that has since
become instinct. Everywhere she found new mean-
ings in old customs and great learning in old
traditions and saw that running as a string through
a necklace of pearls was the synthesis of the Indian
consciousness amid a seemingly hopeless variety of
history and culture. She saw that every event,
circumstance and condition that has served to moujd
the Indian mind in its historical experience is in-
separably blended with every other and therefore
she proclaimed on all occasions the historic and
social oneness of the Mother-Heart," the Mother-
Mind* the